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GREEN WHITE SOCCERFEST RECAP 
 

On July 18-19, 2009, Green White welcomed friends 

both old and new to the 27th Annual Green White Soc-

cerfest in Mt. Prospect, Illinois.  The weekend was filled 

with uncommonly good weather and was best summarized by Allen 

Sangster, a Green White First Teamer from the late 70s and early 

80s, who reflected, ñThe German's have a word ógem¿tlichkeitô 

which translates into a feeling of family and good times. Green 

White is the epitome of that word. To see old friends from 30 years 

ago and to be so welcomed is such an amazing pleasure. Definitely 

a highlight of my year and so very enjoyable.ò  The event came to-

gether thanks in large part to months of planning led by Tourna-

ment Director, Jon Duddles and the Tournament Committee that 

included Fritz Spiess, Tom Czop, Rob Stadler, Todd Schneider, 

John Dunkas, Jamie Limna, Jake Truty, Hans Metzinger, 

Cindy Kaempfer and others.  Joining in the tournament this year 

were teams from several different states, including AAC Eagles, 

Arlington Aces, Chicago Kickers, Chicago Stars, Chicago Wind, 

Cracovia, Dobbs/GW St. Louis, Downers Grove, ELA Elite, Hel-

lenic United, Highlanders, HNK Concordia, Inter Crystal Lake FC, 

Kickers SC, Milwaukee Sport Club, SC Connection, Schwaben 

AC, Romania FC, Vikings AA, UASC Lions and United Serbs.  Of 

course the tournament could not have come off without an army of 

volunteers, and at the risk of missing someone, we give thanks and 

praise to them all.  Many thanks to Alex Gyurko  for organizing the 

officiating.  We owe tons of gratitude to Chris Feichtl, Kathy 

Weiner, Hertha Melcher, Trudy Stadler , Anni Metzinger, Hilde 

Kaempfer, Maria Zimmer , Hans Metzinger, Rolf Albrecht , 

Adam Harjung , Martin Koenig , Klaus Kilian , Frank Schmidt, 

Joe Tenyer, Rob Czop, Fritz Spiess, Steve Pastorelli, Joe Hertl 

and Steve Zimmer for all their work in preparing the wonderful 

food that has become a hall mark of Green White Soccerfest.  There 

was plenty of prep work necessary to get the fields and clubhouse 

in order and that was accomplished with lots of help from John 

Dunkas, Jake Truty, Jamie Limna, Mitch Lechowski, Chris 

Salatino, Jon Duddles, Todd Schneider, Jack Schneider, Chris 

Chretien, Klaus Kilian , Adam Harjung , Rolf Albrecht , Cindy 

Kaempfer and others.  Of course, thanks to all who served as field 

marshals, worked the beer tent, tended the grill, manned the conces-

sion stand and helped out wherever needed, including the 



GW PLAYER  PROFILE : HANS METZINGER , SR.  
 

DOB:  3/27/30 ǒ Position:  Right Wing ǒ Birthplace:  Novi Sad, formerly 

Yugoslavia, now Serbia  ǒ Occupation:  General Contractor, retired 
 

Hansô soccer career started as a juvenile in Kis Pest, Hungary.  In 1946, his 

family moved to Vienna where he played for the Ober Lah Junior Team in the 

Austrian 3rd Division.  In 1949, at the age of 19,  he joined a group of fellow 

Donauschwabens to form a team known as - are you ready for it - Schwaben.  

In the 1949-50 season, that Schwaben team won every match played but his-

tory recorded only forfeits because the league allowed only 3 foreigners per 

team, and of course they were all foreigners.  In 1951, Hans signed his first 

professional contract to play in the Austrian Stadt Liga with Anker Brot 

(Anchor Bread), the largest bread maker in country.  But after one season, 

Anker Brot was demoted to the lower division and Hans was lured back to 

Schwaben with the promise of a condo paid for by the club.  By that time, the 

Schwaben team was actually recording wins as most of the players were now 

Austrian citizens.  A year later, he was back at Anker Brot ï but kept the 

condo ï which was a good thing because in the spring of 1953, Anni Kutschal 

and her family moved into the complex.  Before the end of the year, Hans and 

Anni were married and for the next three years, he worked as a construction 

Project Manager for Ofenbech Co. with 500 people under his command; was 

playing top flight football with Anker Brot, all the while living with his beauti-

ful Anni in their bought and paid for condo.  But then came the Hungarian 

revolution.  So in 1956, with no more than 3 weeks notice and a suitcase in 

each hand, Hans and Anni were bound for the USA.  They arrived in Chicago 

on a Saturday and the following day, Hans was on the pitch with Fortuna at 

Hanson Stadium against the Lions, playing with the likes of Frank Eichinger, 

Adam Fuderer and Simon Folmar.  Later that season, he scored the lone goal 

in the game against Grün Weiss to give Fortuna the league championship.  The 

following season he joined Grün Weiss, a burgeoning Donauschwaben club 

that included familiar players of GW lore like Steve Zimmer, Joe Laxgang, 

Steve Laxgang and Klaus Kilian.  A broken ankle cut short Hansô GW playing 

career and he played his last First Team game in 1959.  But his commitment 

and involvement with the club was just beginning.  He coached the first GW 

juvenile team starting in 1959.  He became a GW delegate to the Sepp Herber-

ger Committee for 15 years.  He held various offices within the club; ulti-

mately serving as President from 1974 to 1986; Vice-President from 1987 to 

2002 and then President again from 2003 to the present.  When the club 

moved to Mt. Prospect in 1983, Hans and Metzinger Construction were instru-

mental in the remodeling of the clubhouse and grading the rough landscape 

into the lush fields on which we play today.  But soccer has always been in his 

heart, and Hans laced up the boots one last time at the 1982 U.S. National 

Donauschwaben Tournament in Cleveland, Ohio.  The 52 year old entered the 

game in the second half of an open match against Cleveland Concordia and 

scored two (2) goals in the 4-2 win, much to the consternation of Mr. Haller, 

Sr. of the Concordia Club.  Perhaps they should have known better because 

only a year earlier, the old grey fox had been honored by the Illinois Alte Her-

ren Soccer League for his impact as the first over 50 player in league history.  

A few years later, he was inducted into the Illinois Soccer Hall of Fame.  To-

day, Hans is a regular fixture at the clubhouse.  You can find him there on 

game days and every Thursday night, running the kitchen, tending the bar and, 

of course, dispensing  wisdom about the game he loves.  Hans and Anni live in 

Prospect Heights, Illinois.  They have two children, Hans Jr. and Christine, 

and five grandchildren, Olivia, Brigitta, Jonathan, Kylie and Billie.  And as 

you might have guessed, every one of them played for Grün Weiss, S.C. at one 

time or another, ñHonest to God, 100 percent.ò  
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ON JUNE 6TH, A GROUP OF 125 STRONG FROM GW TOOK IN  

THE USA V. HONDURAS MATCH AT SOLDIER FIELD.  

Kaempfer clan of Hilde, Cindy, Rick, Peter, 

Bridget and Julie, Chris Feichtl, Klaus and Hilde 

Kilian , John and Michael DiZonno, Annie and Nick 

Bergstrom, Sonja Nilsen, Hans Metzinger, Jr., 

Truty Roth , Martina Roth , Albert Mende, Chris-

tine Condon, Alec, Aiden and Katrina Stadler , 

Kathryn,  Allison and Jack Schneider, Sarah Calis-

kan, Nikko Dunkas, Hedi Klaus, Chris Kendle, Joe 

Fischer, Ralph Mansfield, Robert and Taylor 

Bischoff, Frank Stadler, Horst Melcher, David 

Bless, Angel Zehnder, Shawn Duddles and all the 

players who contributed throughout the weekend in-

cluding Art Caliskan , Greg Boltz, Rob Czop, Mitch 

Lechowski, Rich Moroney, Rob Stadler, John 

Dunkas, Eric Gottung , Mike Grosse, Bob Hynes, 

Tom O'Connell, Doug Adams, Mike Resnick, Todd 

Schneider, Cliff Sellie, Jason Thodos, Allen Sang-

ster, Jake Truty, Jamie Limna, Chris Salatino, 

Tom Czop, Brendan Connor and Kurt Melcher .  

Special thanks also to our tournament sponsor War-

steiner and Dr. Douglas Krebs of Chicago Spine and 

Sports.  It was a wonderful event and we are already 

looking forward to next year.  Below is a recap of 

how the Green White teams fared in the tournament. 
 

The Green White First Team opened 

the tournament with a win over Hel-

lenic United.  The team, comprised of Danny 

Caruso, Rob Czop, Anthony Derose, Jimmy 

Romano, Brandon Hardy , Jamie Limna, Justin 

Duhena, JP Reyes, Mike Waters, Niko Voules, 

Adam Misirly , Jon Duddles, Chris Salatino, Sean 

Connor, Brendan Connor, Rafael Valencia and 
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Jake Truty, fell behind early, thanks in large part to 

the plethora of no-shows at the start of the tourna-

ment.  The squad that had 18 expected just two days 

earlier, had rather disappointedly dwindled to 9 by 

kickoff.  As a result, Rob Czop, Chris Salatino and 

Jon Duddles were recruited at the last minute just to 

put 11 on the field.  But despite the obstacles, Green 

White came through in style with goals from Adam 

Misirly  and Justin Duhena to win the opening match 

of the tournament.   
 

In what turned out to be a developing 

theme, Green White fell behind in 

their next match against AAC Eagles, this time find-

ing themselves in a 2-0 hole.  The slow start; how-

ever, was highlighted by a nice through ball from 

Sean Connor that sent an Eagle forward in alone on 

Danny Caruso.  But Connor made amends a short 

time later with a blistering upper 90 strike to get the 

team back to within one goal before the half.  Follow-

ing the intermission, the match was all square when 

Brandon Hardy  converted a penalty after Adam 

Misirly  was fouled in the box.  And the comeback 

was complete when he of the neon blue shoes, Justin 

Duhena, struck for his second goal in as many 

games.   
 

Green White finished day one of the 

tournament with a 2-0 win over Lions.  

Because the match was late in the day and with the 

beer tent calling, not many details of the match could 

be recalled.   It was noted, however, that Chris 

Salatino attempted a bicycle kick, only to land in his 

head; thereby providing a convenient excuse for his 

later acts of betrayal.  Brandon Hardy , on the other 

2-1 

3-2 

2-0 

THREE LITTLE  MAIDS FROM SCHOOL ARE WE. 



 

  TEAM  GP W L D GF:GA PTS 

  1     United Serbs 18 12 2 4 39:20 40 

  2     Schwaben AC 18 12 4 2 42:18 38 

  3     HNK Zrinski 18 11 3 4 36:24 37 

  4     Sockers FC 18 10 4 4 47:24 34 

  5     Eagles AAC 17 7 5 5 29:21 26 

  6     Polonia Mielec 17 8 8 1 28:32 25 

  7     Maroons 18 4 11 3 16:27 15 

  8     Vikings AA 18 4 12 2 22:52 14 

  9     Grün Weiss SC 18 3 13 2 16:30 11 

10     SC Connection 18 3 13 2 21:38 11 

hand, had no readily available excuse.  (See summary of GWO40 

Team tournament run for more details). 
 

On the second day of the tournament, the Green White 

First Team had a morning forfeit against Highlanders 

who were a no-show.  Later that afternoon, they took on Chicago 

Kickers in a match that pitted the only two undefeated teams in the 

Green Division.  The winner would go through to the elimination 

rounds and the loser would have to rely on a wild card birth in order to 

reach the playoffs.  In typical fashion, Green White went down to a 

goal in the first half.  There were several opportunities to get back in 

the game, but the team sealed their own fate late in the second half.  

Playing the role of Georgetownôs Fred Brown in the 1982 NCAA bas-

ketball final against UNC, Jamie Limna skipped a blind pass across 

the back line to the area vacated by Anthony Derose, playing the part 

of Eric ñSleepyò Floyd in this reenactment.  The ball was picked up by 

the would be James Worthy for the lay-up, sending Kickers through to 

the semi-finals.  Following the gaff, Limna , ever the basketball aficio-

nado, vowed that in his next match he would channel Michiganôs 

Chris Webber by first traveling and then calling a time-out.  (See 1993 

NCAA final).  At the end of the day, Green White was just edged out 

of the final playoff spot by Highlanders on goal differential.  Of note, 

Highlanders equaled Green Whiteôs point total only by protesting their 

last game of group play, alleging that their opponent had fielded ineli-

gible players.  For the record, SC Connection beat Highlanders on 

penalty kicks in the semi-finals, while Schwaben bested Chicago 

Kickers in the other semi-final.  In the last match of the tournament, 

Schwaben rather handily dispatched Connection 2-0 to hoist the tro-

phy as the 2009 Green White Soccerfest Open Champions.   
 

Playing as Green White I in the Over 30 Division was 

the Green White Over 30 Team.  The well represented 

side included Keith Andersson, Greg Boltz, Dan Briggs, Rob Czop, 

Tom Czop, Jim Dionne, Alex Jurado, Brett Lasher, Mitch 

Lechowski, Tim McBride , Brian McBride , Pat Palbicke, John 
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2008-2009 METRO LEAGUE FIRST TEAM STANDINGS (FINAL)  

  

0-2 

2-1 

http://www.hnkzrinskichicago.com/hnk/

